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We started the week with… 

 
A virtual 
assembly by Dr 
Lawson and the 
story of Giraffes 
can’t Dance. 
 
Gerald the tall 
giraffe would 
love to join in 
with the other 
animals at the 
Jungle Dance, 
but everyone 
knows that 
giraffes can't 
dance . . . or can 
they? 
 
Gerald’s legs 
are too skinny 
and his neck is too long. At the Jungle Dance, the 
warthogs waltz, the chimps cha-cha, and the lions 

tango. "Giraffes can't dance," they all jeer when it's 
Gerald's turn to prance. But with some sound advice 
from a wise cricket, Gerald starts swaying to his own 
sweet tune. 
 
Moral of the story: We are all good at something! We just 
need to find out what that something is. 
 
 
 

REMINDERS: 
 
Social Distancing - Please stay at least 1 m+ apart when lining 
up outside the school gates. 

 
Face masks - Kindly wear a face mask 
when dropping children off at school 
and when collecting them. 
 
Hand sanitisers - We do not encourage 
pupils bringing in their own hand 
sanitisers as we cannot regulate the 
chemical content thereof. The school 
will provide non-alcoholic hand sanitiser 
to be used regularly in school. 
 
Warm clothes - Please make sure pupils 
are dressed appropriately with a warm 
jacket, as we will have doors and windows open in class for ventilation. 
Pupils will be allowed to wear this in class. Please refrain from hoodies. 
  



 
Wellies for breaktimes - Reception, years 1 and 2 are reminded to have wellies in school 
for outdoor break playtime.  
 
 
Bottle of water for PE - Pupils should only bring in water no fizzy drinks or juice.  

 

 
Easter holiday break 

 
29 March – 9 April 

 
Monday, 12th April is a Staff INSET day. 

 No school for pupils! 
 

 
What else happened in school this week? 

 

      

 
Our new Interactive screen is installed. 

Mrs K Bush (Governor) and Dr M Vowles (IT support) 



 
Saint Patrick’s day – 17th March 2021 
On Wednesday, 17th March, reception learnt all 
about Saint Patrick’s day.  
  
Saint Patrick's Day, or the Feast of Saint Patrick , 
is a cultural and religious celebration held on 17 
March, the traditional death date of Saint 
Patrick (c. 385 – c. 461), the foremost patron 
saint of Ireland. 
 
Saint Patrick's Day was made an official 
Christian feast day in the early 17th century and 
is observed by the Catholic Church, the Anglican 
Communion (especially the Church of Ireland), the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, and the Lutheran Church.  
 
The day commemorates Saint Patrick and the arrival 
of Christianity in Ireland, and celebrates the heritage and 
culture of the Irish in general. Celebrations generally 
involve public parades and festivals, céilís, and the wearing 
of green attire or shamrocks.   

 
Saint Patrick's Day is a public 
holiday in the Republic of Ireland, 
The Canadian province 
of Newfoundland and Labrador (for 
provincial government employees), 
and the British Overseas Territory 
of Montserrat.  
 
It is also widely celebrated in the 
United Kingdom, Canada, United 

States, Brazil, Argentina, Australia and New Zealand, especially amongst Irish diaspora.  
 
Trivia: Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated in more countries than any other national festival.  

   
 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick%27s_Day 
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Mini-Olympics in aid of Red Nose Day 
On Wednesday, Scott from SCS hosted the mini-Olympics. 
Reception and Years 1 and 2 participated before the rain 
started pouring down. Key Stage 2 will have their turn next 
week!  
 
Well done to everyone who participated.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  



Red Nose day – 19 March 2021 
We raised money for Red Nose Day as part of Comic relief. The aim was 

to raise money to support people living incredibly tough lives.  

Red Nose Day donations help tackle important issues including: 
• Homelessness 
• Hunger 
• domestic abuse and  
• mental health. 

 
All of which have been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

 
 

 
Friday, 26th March – Easter Activity in school 
 
Easter Egg Hunt 

 We will be placing place a large number of 
laminated Easter egg pictures around the 
school grounds. Each picture has a letter 
written on it. 

 Each class will have an allocated time to 
hunt in the grounds (supervised in groups) 
for the eggs and write the letters down on 
their sheet. 

 Early years to focus on practising writing 
letters and using them to make simple 
words.  

 KS1 use the letters to make simple words.  

 KS2 use letters to make as many words as 
they can in a time limit, as in the game 

Boggle.  



Love Languages of Children 
The concept of love languages was introduced by Dr Gary Chapman and the 
idea is that children (and adults) express and receive love in five different 
ways. Chapman says that all of us will have a primary love language – the way 
that communicates love best to us. 
 
The five love languages are: 

Affirming words 
words of affection and endearment, praise and 
encouragement. 

Acts of service services for your child that they see as valuable. 

Quality time focussed, undivided attention, being together. 

Gifts giving and receiving of undeserved gifts. 

Physical touch hugs, cuddles, kisses and pats on the back. 

 
We all realise that every child is different and that what works with one may not work with another, 
but perhaps what is not so obvious is that what communicates love to one child may not be received 
in the same way by another.  
 
Working out your child’s love language will depend partly on their age. If your child is aged five to 
eight, a bit of detective work will be required to work out their love language as they won’t yet be 
able to verbalise what it is. 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Source; https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/connect-child-activities-love-languages 
Source: https://www.thepragmaticparent.com/five-love-languages-of-kids/ 

 
 
Healthy packed lunches. 
No single food contains all the essential nutrients the body needs to be healthy and function 
efficiently so it is important that the content of the packed lunch is varied. 
 
A healthy packed lunch helps children to: 

 Have enough energy to concentrate 
and learn better. 

 Improve behaviour and keep healthy 
and strong. 

 
Keep your packed lunch cool: 

 Choose foods that store well until they are ready to be eaten. 

 Consider ways to keep your lunch bag cool e.g. ice pack, cool bag, etc. 

 Avoid foods high in sugar and fat. e.g. sweets, chocolate, iced cakes etc. 

 Children will be encouraged to eat their lunch and will not be forced to eat any food.  

 Please provide appropriate portions.  
 

 Find more information and inspiration on the change4life website.  
 
What to include in a packed lunch 

 Choose a main food. 

 Choose a starchy based food in each packed lunch e.g. sandwich, wraps, bagels, pitta, 
rice, pasta, potatoes or couscous. 

 Choose a protein e.g. cheese, tuna, ham, hummus and/ or salad. 

 Add some fruit or salad. 

 Choose a piece of fruit or salad in each packed lunch. 

 Add a little something else. 

 Choose an item that is low in sugar e.g. Rice cakes, popcorn, plain yoghurt with fruit. 

 Add a drink. 

 Choose a drink from water, pure unsweetened fruit juice or milk (consider how to keep it 
cool). 

 
Some lunchbox ideas 

 Tuna and bean salad. 

 Creamy hummus dip with pitta bread and vegetable sticks. 

 Spicy chicken and salad wrap. 

 Soft cheese and salad sandwich. 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes


 
Source: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/528193/Eatwell_guide_colour.pdf 

School Menu 

Our kitchen staff has updated the weekly menu for those on site. The 3-weekly menu is published 
on the school’s website. We are continuing to offer balanced hot meals daily for those on site. 

 
 
Volunteers – painting of the school interior 
If there are any volunteers willing to help decorating/painting classroom interiors over a weekend 
(towards Easter), please let the school office know. 
 
Thanks to those who have volunteered so far! We will be in contact. 
 



 
Parent governor vacancy 
There is a vacancy on the governing body for a parent 
representative. Please contact the school office if you are 
interested to stand. We will then email you a form to be 
completed and request two recommendations. An election will 
take place if there are a number of candidates. A copy of the 
terms of office will also be emailed to interested individuals. 
Deadline for interest is Friday: 16th April 2021 
 
 

PTA 
Please contact the school 
office if you are interested to 
join the Parent Teacher 
Association for more 
information. A number of staff 
has already shown an interest.  
 
The main aim is to be involved 
in fundraising and social 
events for pupils, parents and 
teachers – OUR COMMUNITY! 

The goal is to provide extra resources and, in some cases, making it possible for activities such as 
school trips to happen. 
 

 
To help make us make our school a better 
place, we need the expertise and advice of 

the local community. 
 

 Please contact the school office if you can 
offer or know of any tradesmen that can 

help the school: 

 Handyman 

 Carpenter 

 Electrician 

 Plumber 

 
 

 
 
Competition time - Win a premium garden composter with Love Essex 
 

Here's your chance to win the Thermo-King 900 litre, a premium garden compost 
bin worth £149.99. 
All you need to do is complete Love Essex's short survey about composting. It 
takes less than 5 minutes and you have until Sunday 21 March to enter. 
 
 

Link 
https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/waste-environment/composting-competition-march-2021/ 
 
If you don’t win, you can always buy a low-cost compost bin through our partnership with Get 
Composting. But be quick - prices are set to go up in April. 
 
 
 
 
500 Word Story Competition 
https://aclessex.com/2021-acl-500-word-story-
competition/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=your%20essex%20march%202021&utm_sourc
e=&utm_content=&utm_term=acl%20short%20story%20comp 
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ACL is pleased to announce the launch of the 2021 ACL 500 Word Story Competition. This year the 
theme is ‘Awakening‘.  
 
We’re looking for our community to pen a story that quickly grabs our attention and tells a great 
tale. You can submit an entry as an individual or as a team effort – we want to read them all! Our 
judging panel will include a range of our experienced tutors, staff and local Essex Author Sarah 
Armstrong. 
 
Sarah Armstrong is the author of three novels, most recently The Wolves of Leninsky Prospekt, the 
first in the Moscow Wolves series. The second, The Starlings of Bucharest, will be out in April. She 
is also the author of a memoir about being on a jury during the pandemic, A Summer of Spying, 
which is out in February. Sarah teaches undergraduate and postgraduate creative writing with the 
Open University, and lives in Colchester with her husband and four children. 
How to submit your story: 
Entries will need to be in a Microsoft Word format to be accepted. Use the submission form below 
to submit your details and story. Deadline for submissions is 12th April 2021. 
 
Prizes include book voucher, a short creative writing course, and your work published. Please 
ensure your story is suitable for all to read. Thank you and get writing… 
Discovering new and exciting skills whilst exploring your creative writing and sharing inspirational 
moments with others. We have a fantastic range of courses including: 

 Beginners 

 Advanced 

 Improvers 
 
 
 
Active Families 
Premier Education have teamed up with Active Essex to get children physically active during the 
Easter Holidays! FREE holiday camp spaces are offered for children who are on free school meals, 
considered vulnerable or if their parents are key workers.  
 
5 Holiday Camp sites running  

 Broomfield Football Club - Chelmsford  

 Baddow Hall Junior School - Chelmsford  

 Heybridge Primary - Maldon  

 Woodham Walter Primary School - Maldon  

 The Ramsey Academy - Halstead  
 
Below, a form explaining how parents can go onto our website to book their child's place using a 
specific code.  

https://aclessex.com/local-essex-author-judges-2021-acl-story-competition/
https://aclessex.com/local-essex-author-judges-2021-acl-story-competition/


 



 



 
Holiday Activity Fund 
Essex County Council is working with Active Essex in order to deliver the Department for Education 
funded ‘Essex ActivAte’ holiday activity and food programme. This programme has been 
developed to provide support to young people who are eligible for benefits based free school 
meals, and their families. 
  
Through the Easter, Summer and Christmas holidays ActivAte will deliver a blended offer of 
support which will include face to face holiday activity clubs that provide nutritious meals, an 
outreach offer for secondary school aged children, nutrition education for all of the family, a 
schedule of fun sessions and activities taking place virtually through the Keep Essex Active 
Youtube channel as well as holiday activity packs. 
  
Due to the current restrictions and government guidance the Essex Active-Ate Easter holiday 
programme will provide a limited face to face offer for the most vulnerable young people. We want 
to make sure this offer reaches the young people that are most in need of this offer. It could be 
young people who are eligible for benefits based free school meals; young people who have a child 
in need plan or a child protection plan;  a looked-after child; or any young person that you have 
identified as otherwise vulnerable and would therefore benefit from continued attendance during 
the Easter holidays . This might be for a range of reasons such as being at risk of becoming NEET, 
living in temporary accommodation, a young carer, or young people who need support to manage 
risks to their mental health. 
  
Booking links for the Easter programme will be shared with you all next week and we would 
appreciate it if you could share with families who could benefit from the programme. 
  
In the meantime if you have any questions about the Essex ActivAte programme then please 
contact louise.voyce@activeessex.org 
 
 

 
Bible verse of the week 
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Best wishes, 
 
Dr L Lawson 
Headteacher 
 


