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Newsletter (11) 
Autumn Term – 24.11.2023 

  

Roots and Fruits  

This week’s value is HOPE 
 

 

 

British Value of the 
term 

Democracy

 

 

Attendance target: 
96% 

 

Reception class 
100% 

 

Yeas 1 and 2 
83% 

 

Years 3 and 4 
90% 

 

Years 5 and 6 
94% 

Whole 
school 90% 

 

House Points 

Ants 
 

523 

Badgers 
 

517 

Locusts 
 

571 

Lizards 
 

478 

 
 

  

What happened this week in school? 
 

We had an assembly led by Mr Ball from the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship Britain on Wednesday. He 
spoke about the meaning of Advent (“the coming”). 
 
The Church of England has also released their first ever Advent 
Calendar, featuring an interactive sticker Nativity scene.  
The'Follow The Star'  Advent calendar invites people to put the 
birth of Jesus at the heart of their Christmas preparations. 

 
www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9781781404430/follow-the-star-
advent-calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Picture News – This week’s Big Question… 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-4357.html&psig=AOvVaw2aOkCLhzW4xAe8Mz2-0mD7&ust=1589447709212000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNir-qLAsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/g/4/D/o/s/N/orange-flower.svg.med.png
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/M/U/t/a/M/f/yellow-flower.svg.med.png
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://clipart-library.com/green-floral-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0Z_vFUItsYqkqu1ynDewNW&ust=1589448068345000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDf2c3BsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/E/Y/e/o/Q/B/blue-flower.svg.med.png
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://webstockreview.net/explore/flower-clipart-purple/&psig=AOvVaw3W_mMOxYRr4b0lpOdix2Q3&ust=1589448136632000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKi0tu7BsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-purple-flower-18.html&psig=AOvVaw1zhBdn0HLaSYsivBuWISnj&ust=1589447505708000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiZwcG_sOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
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Value Awards 

 Reception Harry 
Creativity: For creating an amazing superhero 

character 

 

Courage 

Years 1 and 2 Knightley For asking the right questions. 

Years 3 and 4 Dotty For trying really hard in Maths  

Years 5 and 6 Freya For trying, even when it is hard 

 

Creativity 

Years 1 and 2 Jesse For creating a beautiful Christmas design. 

Years 3 and 4 Joey For being a star player in P.E this week 

Years 5 and 6 Lillie For thinking outside the box 

 

Respect 

Years 1 and 2 Loki 
For listening carefully and putting his hand up 

when he wants to speak. 

Years 3 and 4 Alice C For working towards improving her behaviour  

Years 5 and 6 Maxwell For being respectful towards adults and peers 

 

Compassion 

Years 1 and 2 Lucas For being kind and considerate to his friends. 

Years 3 and 4 Eva For being a helpful and kind partner in class 

Years 5 and 6 Teddy D For always being kind and considerate to all 

 

Perseverance 

Years 1 and 2 Madison For trying hard with her Maths. 

Years 3 and 4 Hugo  For trying really hard in Maths’ lessons 

Years 5 and 6 Gabriella For trying hard to always go the extra mile 

 

Responsibility 

Years 1 and 2 Mikey For efficiently helping in the classroom. 

Years 3 and 4 Phoebe For listening and tidying up nicely during P.E 

Years 5 and 6 Sienna 
For taking great care when  completing school 

tasks 

 

Hope 

Years 1 and 2 Amelia For beautiful manners and kindness. 

Years 3 and 4 Harrison For improving his behaviour, well done! 

Years 5 and 6 Teddy D 
For recognising areas in his writing that can 

improve 
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Classroom News 

 
Reception 
Red Class  

Years 1 and 2 
 Orange-Yellow Class 

This week we have been looking at Juniper Jupiter 
and thinking about how we can be superheroes 
too! We created our own superheroes and 
sidekicks and thought about our super powers – 
this ranged from super strength to super speed, 
invisibility and kindness. 
 
We have also been consolidating our math learning 
and the composition of 5.  We have used numicon, 
cubes and music! 
 

 

This week Orange Yellow class had their scientists’ 
hats on.  
 
We were conducting a scientific enquiry and 
finding out which materials are the best for 
mopping up the water.  
 
The children wrote their predictions as well as 
conclusions and recorded their findings in a table. 
 

 

 
Years 3 and 4 

Green-Blue Class 
                  Years 5 and 6 

 Indigo-Violet Class 
This week, we have been busy learning about 
newspaper reports in English. We have looked at 
the features and learnt about the difference 
between a fact and opinion. We also planned and 
wrote our own newspaper reports.  
 
In Science, we are looking at how magnets work. 
This week we made predictions of which materials 
we think will be magnetic. Next week, we will be 
testing the different materials. 
 

   
 

In Geography we are looking at ‘What is life like in 
the Alps?’ 
 
The Alps are the youngest, highest, and most 
densely populated mountain range in Europe. They 
were formed about 44 million years ago. 
 
Barney skiing in France. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-4357.html&psig=AOvVaw2aOkCLhzW4xAe8Mz2-0mD7&ust=1589447709212000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNir-qLAsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/g/4/D/o/s/N/orange-flower.svg.med.png
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/M/U/t/a/M/f/yellow-flower.svg.med.png
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://clipart-library.com/green-floral-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0Z_vFUItsYqkqu1ynDewNW&ust=1589448068345000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDf2c3BsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/E/Y/e/o/Q/B/blue-flower.svg.med.png
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://webstockreview.net/explore/flower-clipart-purple/&psig=AOvVaw3W_mMOxYRr4b0lpOdix2Q3&ust=1589448136632000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKi0tu7BsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-purple-flower-18.html&psig=AOvVaw1zhBdn0HLaSYsivBuWISnj&ust=1589447505708000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiZwcG_sOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
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Pupil Voice 

School Council 

 

  At the beginning of this term, children across the school voted to 
nominate their School Council for the academic year. 
 
The School Council work closely with the school staff throughout the year 
to promote and develop the school. They are excellent role models to 

their peers and encompass all of the school's core values: courage, creativity, respect, perseverance, 
responsibility, compassion and hope. 
 
‘I am excited to be a school council member because I have to take responsibility for our school and 
making it an even better place’  Teddy D 
 
‘I am happy to be a school council member because together we can make lots of good changes,’ Paul 
 

Library Prefects - Essex Libraries Winter Reading Challenge 

 
The Library Prefects visited the classes to share the information about the Essex Libraries Winter Reading 
Challenge that will commence on Saturday 25th November 2023. 

 

 
 

Join Lyra as she travels around the world, finding out all about endangered animals. There will be 12 
challenges for your child to choose from. Once they complete six of the challenges they will be rewarded 
with a certificate and a prize (while stocks last). 
  
The challenges will support literacy skills, confidence with reading and creativity, with many of the fun 
challenges to complete in the library. 
  
Lyra will be leaving on Saturday 25 November 2023 and returning on Saturday 3 February 2024, but you can 
join her on her travels at any time! 
  
You can sign up to the challenge by visiting any of our 74 libraries, or one of our two mobile libraries.  
 
Keep your eyes peeled on the Essex Libraries social media over the next few weeks to be the first to find out 

more...  https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/winter-reading-challenge 
 
 
 
 

 

  

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/winter-reading-challenge
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Safety in school 
We had an assembly on safety and discussed aspects of keeping safe following up on last week’s 
anti-bullying week. 
 
Pupils were reminded of our school’s Designated Safeguarding Team: 

 Dr Lawson : Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

 Mrs Dean : Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 

 Mr Haywood : Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 

 Mrs Houghton : Link Governor for Safeguarding 

 

    
 

    
 

To watch the video’s with you child: 

 www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/ 

 www.undressed.lgfl.net 
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Information 

Church of England’s Advent Calendar 
While opening an Advent Calendar 
is an important part of the build-up 
to Christmas for many people, it 
can be hard to find one that 
depicts the real Christmas story. 

Now, The Church of England has 
released its first ever printed 
Advent Calendar, inviting people 
to put the birth of Jesus at the 
heart of their Christmas 
preparations. 

And the Follow The Star Advent 
Calendar goes beyond the 
conventional countdown, offering 
a creative and interactive 
experience focused on the 
Nativity. It is available online and 
in bookshops. 

Children and adults are challenged to find the right sticker for each of the 24 days of Advent and 
then add it to an overall scene. They are then invited to go further with a short story episode for each 
day, and free themed activities including a ‘scratch’ nativity play script.  

The calendar forms part of the Church of England’s ‘Follow The Star’ campaign for 2023, which also 
features a brand new Christmas Carol by composer Bob Chilcott which will be sung by choirs across 
the country, with the invitation ‘Join the Song!’ together with daily reflections from Christmas to 
Epiphany. 

Launching the calendar, The Bishop of Stockport, Sam Corley said: “Advent Calendars are such a 
great way of building up excitement in the countdown to Christmas. But it isn’t always easy to find a 
calendar that gets beyond robins and snowmen – or gifts such as chocolate, tea, whisky or even 
socks – to explore the real meaning of Christmas, let alone Advent as a time of preparation for the 
coming of Jesus Christ. 

“By choosing the Church of England’s Advent Calendar this year, we hope people and families will 
connect with the great joy and mystery of Advent in a fun and interactive way. They can also 
discover anew their place in the greatest story ever told, and how the earth-shattering arrival of God 
to earth in the birth of Jesus Christ is Good News for us, and for all the world.”  

The Advent Calendar is priced at £3.99 for a single calendar, or 10 for £35. It is available now 
from Church House Publishing, and many outlets including Amazon and Waterstones. 

It has been created for The Church of England by Clare 
Williams, Head of Schools & Family Learning at Norwich 
Cathedral, and Charlotte Cooke, a children’s illustrator 
who has enjoyed seeing her books read on TV. 

Featuring a fold-out, stand up crib scene, stickers for 
every day of Advent and a rhyming Nativity story sheet, it 
tells the story of how – and why – Jesus came to be born in 
Bethlehem. 

Free accompanying daily activities and a Nativity play script inspired by the calendar are also 
available from the Church of England available. 

https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9781781404430/follow-the-star-advent-calendar
https://www.churchofengland.org/node/30787
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iRock club 
Unfortunately there was not enough interest shown for this club to be offered. The external provider will 
try again next year. 

Survey – School ties 
We received 26 responses. 
 

 Do you want your child to wear a tie as part of the school uniform? 
Yes: 56% 
No: 44% 
 

 Would you be happy, if we phased out the wearing of ties as part of the school uniform?  
Yes: 65.4% 
No: 34.6% 
 
OUTCOME: We will start phasing ties out.  
 
Moving forward, parents do not need to purchase new ties as part of the school uniform. If you do 
have a tie at home, pupils can still wear it. If you have ties to donate to the school, please drop them 
off at the office and we can then distribute these to parents would like to have one. 
 
Many thanks for the feedback. 
 

Support for Parents/Carers and Personal Assistants of 
Autistic Children and Adults 

Autism Central’s Peer Education Programme offers support to parents/carers and personal assistants 
of autistic children and adults via: · The Autism Central website  

www.autismcentral.org.uk/hubs/essex-county-council 
 

· Weekly Online Group Sessions 
· 1:1 Support Calls for more personal support 

 
Visit the website to find a wealth of information and to book online sessions. To request 1:1 support, 
complete the online form. 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZOvVWv8t3hzzzcO3xiIVdSZs2qOthqCMOnx-
iG6jfprczDw/viewform 
 

The Big Ambition 
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition 

 The Children’s Commissioner for England has launched the survey, The Big Ambition, to hear from all 
children and young people in England aged between 6 and 18 years old. Adults can answer on behalf of 
a child or young person aged up to 18. 
 
The survey will be used to take children and young people’s views to the Government. 
 

 
To find out more, visit website. 

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/ 

http://www.autismcentral.org.uk/hubs/essex-county-council
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ambition
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Christmas Crafts at Chipping Ongar Library  
Saturday 16th December 2023 

 

 
All children aged 3 – 10 years! 
 
Chipping Ongar Library is hosting a 
Christmas Crafts event on Saturday 16th 
December 2023. 
 
Make a snow globe … decorate a bauble … 
 

 
 

AND 
participants receive a free book! 

 
 
Please email us pictures of your creations to 
share in our Newsletter 
 
 
 
BOOKING is required and tickets cost £3 
 

Free training courses for parents 
Dear Parents & Carers,  
 
The online world is posing an ever-increasing risk to children, 
and it is important that schools, parents and carers work 
together to take an active role in teaching children about online 
dangers. Learning how to act safely when using the internet is an 
incredibly important part of safeguarding our children.  
 
We are therefore delighted to announce that Dr Walker's C of E 
Voluntary Controlled Primary School have shown our commitment to protecting our pupils online by 
working with National Online Safety- providing resources for all parents and carers.   
 
The resources include Parents & Carers courses (presented by Myleene Klass), online video resources 
and weekly guides covering a huge range of topics, including: 
 

 Online Relationships 

 Fake Profiles & Social Bots 

 Online Bullying 

 Online Grooming 

 Child Sexual Exploitation  

 Sexual Harassment & Violence 

 Sexting 

 Live Streaming 

 Online Identity 

 Online Gambling 

 Radicalisation, Terrorism & Extremism  

 Age Inappropriate Content 

 Copyright & Ownership  

 Hacking 

 Fake News 

 Online Fraud 

 Online Reputation 

 Personal Data 
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 Screen Addiction  

 Online Challenges 

 Overspending 

 Social Media Platforms 
 

 Pornography  

 Targeted Adverts & Pop-Ups 

 The Dark Web 

 Games & Trends 
 

To create your account, please follow https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/dr-walker-s-c-of-e-voluntary-
controlled-primary-school and complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set 
‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.   
     
You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new smartphone 
app. To download the app, please go to: 
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos 
Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store.  
 
Answers to frequently asked questions and customer service can be accessed at 
https://helpdesk.thenationalcollege.co.uk/helpcentre .  
 
Kind Regards, 
Dr Walker's C of E Voluntary Controlled Primary School 
 

Information 

 

27.11.23 School Based Flu Immunisation Session 

27.11.23 to 01.12.23 School PE coaching sessions 

01.12.23 Orange Yellow Class Assembly 

04.12.23 Reception Open day 09.45am to 10.15am 

08.12.23 Reception Assembly 

08.12.23 Christmas Jumper Day 

08.12.23 Christmas Dinner Day 

14.12.23 Year 6 – Tudor workshop 

15.12.23 Christmas Disco 

18.12.23 WESSP Whole School Sports Day in school 

19.12.23 Christmas Concert 

20.12.23 Christmas Church Service 

 

https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/dr-walker-s-c-of-e-voluntary-controlled-primary-school
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/dr-walker-s-c-of-e-voluntary-controlled-primary-school
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
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